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The University of Dayton 
PROGRAM HELPS HIGH-SCHOOL GIRLS 
EXPLORE ENGINEERING CAREERS 
News Release 
June 23, 1992 
Contact: Rosemary Harty 
DAYTON, Ohio -- They like science and math. They like to work with their hands 
and solve problems. But will they like engineering? 
About 80 female high school students will have the opportunity to investigate 
engineering careers through the University of Dayton's "Women in Engineering" program 
June 28-July 3 at the University of Dayton. The students perform hands-on experiments 
including constructing a miniature bridge, assembling a circuit board and using computers for 
creating designs. 
During the week, the high-achieving students -- who come from all over the U.S. --
also have the opportunity to talk with female engineers about the challenges of working in a 
male-dominated career. They'll get a glimpse of a variety of engineering careers, and spend a 
day with engineers in the field in a number of Dayton industries and businesses. 
Persis Elwood, an electronics engineer at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, is among 
several female engineers who will serve as mentors for the students. "Most of us feel that 
somebody paid dues before we were here," Elwood said. "We'd like to do the same for 
women who are thinking about engineering as a career." 
Now in its 19th year, the UD program can claim a high success rate: 63 percent of 
the women who participate become engineers, said Women in Engineering Director Susan 
Pekarek. 
"Engineering is often thought of as a man's career, even though more women are 
going into it all the time," Pekarek said. "Many of the students lack mentors, and that's what 
we're going to provide, along with some real hands-on experiences." 
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The schedule for the engineering program, beginning Monday, June 29: 
• Monday through Wednesday: Hands-on experiments in Room 221 of the Kettering 
Laboratories, from 8:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. and from 12:45 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
• Thursday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Students spend a day with industry, including Dayton 
Power & Light, Ohio Department of Transportation, Globe Motors and Delco Chassis. 
• Thursday, 6 p.m. to 7:30p.m.: Society of Women Engineers panel, McGinnis 
Center. 
• Friday: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.: Engineering Opportunities Luncheon, University of 
Dayton Arena, Associates Lounge. 
The Women in Engineering program is sponsored by the Engineering and Science 
Foundation and about 40 businesses and professional societies. 
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For interviews contact Susan Pekarek, program coordinator, at (513) 229-4644. 
